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difficult in 1889 to fill the post of Lord-Lieutenant
was not surprising.   The office was described by
Bernal Osborne as a "gilded pillory," and the
pillory is associated with infinitely more pelting
now than it was seventy years ago, while, from
one cause or another, it has become a most costly
corv6e.   Some years since it would have been an
easy matter to follow'the cautious and careful
Kimberley in the Castle, but the tenure of the
Sword of State of such open-handed men as the
Duke of Abercorn, Lord Londonderry, and Lord
Spencer (who had not joined the " Salvation"
squadron openly then) makes it extremely hard
for any but rich men to undertake the post;  and
rich men have become rather rare among the classes
who derive their revenues from agrarian sources.
Nor can any save a somewhat pachydermatous
patriot fill a post where, as in Lord Spencer's
case, the most fearful accusations can be hurled
at your private and public character with com-
parative impunity, and every action and expression
be warped and misconstrued to your prejudice.
History will do justice to the splendid public and
private liberality of the Londonderry regime, to
the gaiety and brilliancy of his Court, and to the
support he accorded to the best interests of the
country over which he presided.   An Ulster land-
Iord5 his popularity in Ulster is unbounded, and
but for the teachings of a violently and virulently
hostile Press his presence would have been equally
pleasing to masses and classes alike in the other
provinces;   but his courtesy title was '* Castle-